
Concepts of access

Emerging themes from last three 
seminars



What kind of access do people with 
learning difficulties want?

REAL AND GENUINE

SAME AS 
OTHER PEOPLE

ACROSS ALL AREAS 
OF LIFE

MEANINGFUL

PERMANENT



What is involved in getting access?

HAVING CONTROL

MAKING 
CHOICES

(On own terms)

TAKING RISKS

(The chance to fail)

HAVING 
OPPORTUNITIES

(The chance to 
succeed)

BEING ABLE TO 
COMMUNICATE

(To speak and to be 
heard)

HAVING RIGHTS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES

(Awareness)

BEING READY AND 
PREPARED

(Learning and 
practising)



Risk avoidance approach to granting or 
facilitating access

RISK AVERSIVE

INTERFERING

LOW EXPECTATIONS 
OF SUCCESS

BUREAUCRATIC

HIGHLY PLANNED

INFLEXIBLE



Risk embracing approach to granting or 
facilitating access

RISK EMBRACING

HIGH EXPECTATIONS OF 
SUCCESS

EXPERTLY 
JUDGED?

TRUST

PREPARED TO TAKE 
A LEAP OF FAITH

FLEXIBLE

CO-OPERATIVE

TOLERANT OF 
SERENDIPITY
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