
Do you have 
a degree?

Is it in the
subject you

want to
teach?

Do you want to
work in a school
while you train? 

START
All candidates for teacher training need

English and maths GCSE grade C or
equivalent. Candidates for primary who 
were born after 31 August 1979 will also

need the same grade in science. 
Do you have these?

Registered
Teacher

Programme
You could apply for the Registered

Teacher Programme (RTP). This lets 
you mix teacher training with the

completion of your degree and working
in a school. The school pays you a

salary. See local, national and
education-specific newspapers for

untrained teacher posts. Or visit
the TTA website for more

information.

Applying
to a university

Taking the undergraduate route to
QTS means applying to a university

which offers teacher training. It involves
24 weeks (32 weeks for four-year

courses) of school-based training on top of
your normal degree course. You will finish

up with a BEd, BA or BSc with Qualified
Teacher Status (QTS) at the end. 

Visit www.ucas.co.uk and 
www.useyourheadteach.gov.uk to 

find out where you can study 
and how to make your 

application through 
UCAS.

Get the grades
You need these. If you’re still at

school, be sure to get them under
your belt. If you’ve already left without

them, ask your education authority
about courses, or contact the

National Academic Recognition
Information Centre (NARIC) to

ask about taking an
equivalency test.

You will need
to get one to be a
qualified teacher 

Do you want to complete your teacher
training at the same time as studying 

for your degree?

Do you want
to study for your
degree first, then 
do an ITT course

afterwards?

Qualified Teacher
Status

Without a degree and QTS, you can’t
become a teacher. So unless you have
exceptional circumstances, you will at

some point have to study for these. 
Call the Teaching Information Line

(TIL) to discuss your 
options further: 
0845 600 0991.

Have you
already completed

two years of a
degree course?

FAST TRACK: The Fast Track programme is for candidates who show exceptional ability, high-level communication skills and
the determination to make a difference. They will receive an increased salary and a laptop personal computer. They will be
offered more challenging posts and are expected to rise quickly to leadership positions in the teaching profession. If you like the
sound of this, find out more at www.fasttrackteaching.gov.uk

Plan your ITT
Apply for your first degree in the
usual way and then during your

final year, think about
alternative postgraduate

routes for your ITT.

Qualification
from within the EU

Do you have a teaching qualification
from another EU country or several

years’ experience of teaching?

Do you 
want to study 

for your ITT on a
full-time basis?

I want to 
teach what 
do I do next? Assessment

tests
If you have a teaching qualification

from another European country, you
may be able to take an assessment-

only route to QTS. Call 01245 454 321
to discover whether your qualification 

is recognised or alternatively, visit
www.gtce.org.uk. 

If you hold a teaching qualification 
from a country outside Europe, 
you may also be able to take an
assessment-only route. Contact
NARIC to check the equivalent 

of your qualification 
in the UK. 

Graduate Teacher
Programme

The Graduate Teacher Programme 
(GTP) allows schools to employ graduates 

and work out an individual training
programme for them. You are paid while 

you train. Look in local, national and
education-specific newspapers for

untrained teacher posts.   
Competition for these 

places is stiff.

Flexible to your
personal schedule

ITT can be flexible, so you can fit it into your
personal schedule – whether that’s around a 

full-time job or childcare, or over several years.
Modules can be studied in evenings and at 
weekends to suit your other commitments. 
There are also Open University courses and 

distance learning opportunities available. 
You do need to fit some time in the 
classroom into your training, which 

usually takes several years to 
complete if you do it this way.
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Postgraduate
ITT course

You need to enrol on a
postgraduate ITT course at a

university or School-Centred Initial
Teacher Training (SCITT) of your

choice – see www.gttr.ac.uk. 
The ITT course takes about a year
and includes 18 weeks in a school
(primary) or 24 weeks (secondary).
At the end of this – assuming you
meet the standards – you will be

awarded QTS and become a 
Newly Qualified Teacher 

(NQT) ready to teach 
your induction year.

Subject
Knowledge 

Booster courses
Sometimes your degree subject might be
close enough to the one you want to teach
for you to proceed straight on to your ITT. 
If it’s not, there are short subject-support
courses that you can take before starting

your ITT, where you can brush up on 
your chosen subject. Visit 

www.useyourheadteach.gov.uk
for more information.

ANYONE wanting to teach in the UK 
must complete Initial Teacher  

Training (ITT). There are many
different types of ITT courses and the one
that you take will be specific to the age
group and/or the subject that you want
to teach. All involve a mix of learning the
principles of teaching and gaining 

valuable practical experience in
schools. In school you will start by
observing teachers and go on to
practise giving lessons yourself,
preparing you for your first job as a
Newly Qualified Teacher (NQT).
People become trainee teachers at
many different stages of their lives and

there are several choices as to how you
complete your ITT course. Hundreds of
universities and colleges offer the
course in the UK; they can be
completed alongside a degree, straight
after a degree, as a part-time course
alongside work or as a full-time course
after years of working in other fields.  

Use this map to help you plan your
route into teacher training. If you have
any questions that aren’t answered
here, you can find out more at
www.useyourheadteach.gov.uk or by
calling the Teaching Information Line
(TIL) on 0845 6000 991. 
Enjoy your journey. ■
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